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PROLOGUE

	 The reason for researching this topic is that, while these solos of wind 

band orchestra are well known within the repertoire and frequently used for 
auditions, they are often not systematically taught. There is a gap in 
knowledge and with this research, I want to address it and provide 
information that can be of help to me and other musicians that play this 
repertoire.


	 Since two of my goals during this master's degree and in later years are 
to become a professional teacher and musician, I think this research can be 
very practical and usable.




1. BERT APPERMONT

EGMONT





	 Bert Appermont (Belgium,1973). As a composer he has written 2 
musicals, 2 symphonies, an opera and an oratorium and more than 100 
pieces for wind orchestra, choir and symphony orchestra. He has built up a 
remarkable reputation as a conductor guesting in both his native Belgium 
and abroad. He has conducted renowned orchestra’s such as the Tokyo 
Kosei Wind Orchestra, the Feroci Philharmonic Winds (Bangkok) , The Royal 
Symphonic Band of The Belgian Air Force, the Willem Friso Military Band and 
the Danish Concert Band.


http://www.tkwo.jp/en/
http://www.tkwo.jp/en/
http://www.airforceband.be/
http://www.airforceband.be/


	 His works have been performed all over the world, and nearly all of his 
compositions have been recorded on CD and DVD.


	 As we can hear in the link and we can observe with the score, we have 
a rhythmic and fingering complexity, since the solo is quite fast.

We will use the exercises to adapt to that rhythm, using the same key as in 
the original, and a lot of attention with no rushing.






Min 3:11

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v0Pu2-4wc8Y


2. BERT APPERMONT

BRUSSELS REQUIEM





	 An easy extract in the first instance, but that we must take care of the 
first attacks with a clear articulation on the piano, and that we will work with 
visual air exercises to imagine the music that we want to reproduce late




Min 6:52

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9Y3JBNMnmrQ







3.DAVID HOLSINGER

TO TAME THE PERILOUS SKIES




	 David R. Holsinger (USA, 1945) is a famous composer, conductor, 
arranger and educator. Twice the recipient of the prestigious Ostwald 
Composition Prize of the American Bandmasters Association, joined the 
School of Music faculty at Lee University, Cleveland, Tennessee, as 
conductor of the Lee University Wind Ensemble. Holsinger’s duties include 
teaching advanced instrumental conducting and composition.

	 Over the past ten years, It has become a mirror for all generations to 
come due to its way of composition, with a remarkable style full of 
atmospheres and new textures.




Min 1:51

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R1a9qRjXdVI


Cornet 1




Cornet 2




Trumpet 1




4.GUSTAV HOLST

SUITE NO.1




	 Gustav Holst, (England, 1874), composer and music  teacher noted for 
the excellence of his orchestration. His music combines an international 
flavour based on the styles of Maurice Ravel, Igor Stravinsky, and others with 
a continuation of English Romanticism. The son of a Swedish father and 
English mother, Holst studied at the Royal College of Music in London. His 
solo instrument was the  trombone, and for some years after leaving the 
college he made his living as a trombone player in the Carl Rosa Opera 
Company and in various orchestras. He became music master at St. Paul’s 

https://www.britannica.com/art/music
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Maurice-Ravel
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Igor-Stravinsky
https://www.britannica.com/place/London
https://www.britannica.com/art/trombone


Girls’ School in 1905 and director of music at Morley College in 1907. These 
were the most important of his teaching posts, and he retained both of them 
until the end of his life.




Min 1:24

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OEoGjQD1hLU




5. JOHANN DE MEIJ

THE LORD OF THE RINGS




	 Johann de Meij (The Netherlands, 1953) composer and conductor Johan 
de Meij received his musical training at the Royal Conservatory of Music in 
The Hague, where he studied trombone and conducting. His award-winning 
oeuvre of original compositions, symphonic transcriptions and film score 
arrangements has garnered him international acclaim and have become 
permanent fixtures in the repertoire of renowned ensembles throughout the 
world. His Symphony No. 1  The Lord of the Rings  was awarded the 
prestigious Sudler Composition Prize and has been recorded by myriad 



ensembles including The London Symphony Orchestra, The North 
Netherlands Orchestra and The Amsterdam Wind Orchestra.




Min 1:15

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9MAf3K0SYfs


6.VINCENT PERSICHETTI

DIVERTIMENTO FOR WIND BAND





	 Vincent Persichetti, (USA, 1915-1987) composer noted for his  succinct 
polyphonic style (based on interwoven melodic lines), forceful rhythms, and 
generally diatonic melodies (moving stepwise; not atonal or highly 
chromatic)… He also was  music editor for the Elkan-Vogel Company in 
Philadelphia. Among his many published works are several for band and 
various chamber combinations and the highly regarded Piano Quintet (1955).




Skilled in the composition of simple, elegant pieces as well as more complex 
and virtuosic works, Persichetti was credited with having produced a 
distinctive blend of Classical, Romantic and Modernist elements.









Song : Min 2:17

Soliloquy : Min 6:30

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=do8nJ-BFSew


7. PASCUAL PIQUERAS

CAI




	 Pascual Piqueras Cabanillas, Valencia, 1973.Professor of Music and 
Performing Arts in the specialty of Musical Language. He takes the Master’s 
Degree in Composition for Audiovisual Media at the “Katerina Gurska” 
Higher School of Music in the 2018-19 academic year and the Sound and 
Music in Film Workshop in the 2019 academic year.

	 Really dedicated to introducing Andalusi music and flamenco in other 
musical styles, combining them with jazz, traditional Spanish music or 
modern music.






Min 5:04

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h74_907mhzo


8. ALFRED REED

OTHELLO




	 Alfred Reed (USA, 1921-2005). From 1955 to 1966, he was the executive 
editor of  [Hansen Publications]{.underline}, a music publisher. He was the 
professor of music at the  [University of Miami]{.underline} where he worked 
with composer  [Clifton Williams]{.underline} from 1966 until the latter’s death 
in 1976. Williams’ office was across the hall from Reed’s office in the UM 
School of Music, and Reed was chairman of the department of Music Media 
and Industry and director of the Music Industry Program at the time of his 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hansen_Publications
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_Miami
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clifton_Williams_(composer)


retirement. Many of Reed’s wind band compositions have been released aCD 
recordings by the [Tokyo Kosei Wind Orchestra]{.underline}.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tokyo_Kosei_Wind_Orchestra







Min 2:43

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=she9xyX_KHQ


9. ROBERT W. SMITH

THE DIVINE COMEDY




	 Florent Schmitt (France, 1890-1958), french composer most directly 
influenced by German late-Romantic music, and by the Russian nationalist 
composers. Schmitt was an ardent champion of new music and was an early 
advocate for Stravinsky. He remained, on the whole, true to the 
compositional ideals which had brought him his early successes, but he 
began to feel increasingly disenchanted with the directions that music was 
taking between the wars.




	 His style of composing has been a pioneer for the new composers of 
the 21st century, always playing with tonality and modality in search of new 
horizons for music band compositions.




Min 5:07

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mu1hMMuA2ZA



